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Nestlé drops forest giant SCA as supplier over 
sustainability and indigenous rights concerns 
 
The world's largest food and beverage company, Nestlé, has “decided to cease 
sourcing virgin fibre from suppliers involved in controversy in Northern 
Sweden”. This effectively means that Nestlé is cutting ties with Swedish forest 
giant SCA, which has long faced criticism for its negative impact on biodiversity 
climate and its failure to respect indigenous rights. 
 
Nestlé has been sourcing cardboard from Europe’s largest private forest owner SCA 
for many years. At the same time, SCA has been strongly criticized by environmental 
and Indigenous organizations with reports and testimonies about  systematic logging 
of forests with conservation values1 and destroying important reindeer grazing lands 
for the Indigenous Sámi2.  
 

“Sweden has very weak environmental regulations when it comes to forestry 
and a government that is pursuing policies very hostile to nature conservation. 
Combined with deeply flawed forest certifications like FSC and PEFC, Nestlé 
is right to identify northern Sweden as a hazardous market when it comes to 
trading with forest products”, says Daniel Rutschman, international 
campaign leader at Protect the Forest Sweden.  

 
Protect the Forest and Greenpeace in Sweden have campaigned against SCA’s 
unsustainable forestry for years. In September 2024, the two NGOs together with Sámi 
reindeer herders, took Nestlé and other companies on a field trip to SCA forests. 
Shortly after, Nestlé announced it were considering reducing sourcing from northern 
Sweden. Following a petition3 launched on October 27th, 2025, Nestlé announced it 
would completely phase out virgin fibre linked to controversial forestry in the region. 
An update on its website stated: “For several years, we have been working on 
addressing risks regarding land use, biodiversity and indigenous’ communities rights 
in this region. As a result of this work, and our high standards, we have reconsidered 
our business relationships with suppliers involved in sourcing controversies. We have 
decided to cease sourcing virgin fibre from suppliers involved in controversy in 
Northern Sweden.” 
 

“Nestlé has taken an important step in the right direction by cleaning out 
products originating from SCA’s unsustainable forestry from its supply chain in 

 
1 SCA-FILES “500 single mistakes” 2024. 
2 Kampen om renskogarna (The battle for the reindeer forests) 2025.  
3 Forest SCAndal 

http://www.forestscandal.org/
https://www.sca-files.skyddaskogen.se/
https://www.greenpeace.org/sweden/pressmeddelanden/skog/rapport-samers-rattigheter-respekteras-inte-av-stora-skogsbolag-bryter-mot-regelverk/
http://www.forestscandal.org/


 
Sweden. Now we hope that the packaging and paper giant DS Smith and the 
hygiene and tissue giant Essity will follow. People don't want products made 
from the destruction of natural forests or in violation of indigenous rights and 
Nestlé's decision to stop buying from SCA is a clear signal that companies 
buying forest products from Sweden understand this”, says Karolina 
Carlsson, forest campaigner at Greenpeace in Sweden  
 

Sweden harbours an important part of the EU's natural forest heritage45, but Sweden 
does not meet national and international environmental forest targets67. The 
unprotected natural forests with high conservation values in Sweden are critical to 
maintain biodiversity, protect ecosystem functions and services8, and contribute to 
climate change mitigation910111213. Sweden’s old-growth and continuity forests – some 
of Europe’s last unprotected natural forest ecosystems – are disappearing one by 
one1415. Every year tens of thousands of hectares of such forests are notified for clear-
cutting16.  

 
"Companies that are still sourcing from Swedish forests are complicit in this 
scandal, and the urgency should not be underestimated. With today's rapid 
logging rate, estimates made by researchers, authorities and experts indicate 
that most of the remaining continuity forests and old forests with conservation 
values, outside nature conservation areas, will be lost within a few decades”, 
says Daniel Rutschman, international campaign leader at Protect the 
Forest Sweden  

 
 
 
 
 

 
4 Scientist's and European NGO's petition and vision for Swedish forests. 
5 A Swedish Forest Agency and Environmental Protection Agency report on primary and old-growth 
forests in Sweden. (Ur- och naturskogar).  
6 Sweden does not meet agreed national and international forest biodiversity targets. 
7 The Swedish Forest Agency’s evaluation of ‘Sustainable Forests’ (2023). 
8 Stand age and climate influence forest ecosystem service delivery and multifunctionality. 
9 Linking vegetation change, carbon sequestration and biodiversity: insights from island ecosystems in 
a long-term natural experiment. 
10 Quantifying the effect of forest age in annual net forest carbon balance. 
11 Old-growth forests as global carbon sinks. 
12 Roots and Associated Fungi Drive Long-Term Carbon Sequestration in Boreal Forest. 
13 Ecosystem Carbon Stock Influenced by Plantation Practice: Implications for Planting Forests as a 
Measure of Climate Change Mitigation. 
14 Forest Monitor Report 2025 
15 Widespread Unquantified Conversion of Old Boreal Forests to Plantations. 
16 Forest monitor. 

https://www.swedishforestvision.org/
https://www.sou.gov.se/contentassets/e66f5e3eaaed43ddb8ae786a452eed39/underlagsrapport-urskogar-och-naturskogar---kunskapsunderlag.pdf
https://www.sou.gov.se/contentassets/e66f5e3eaaed43ddb8ae786a452eed39/underlagsrapport-urskogar-och-naturskogar---kunskapsunderlag.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204620303935
https://www.skogsstyrelsen.se/globalassets/om-oss/rapporter/rapporter-20222021202020192018/rapport-2022-12-sustainable-forests-in-depth-evaluation-2023-english-summary.pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/abaf1c
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2011.01907.x
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2011.01907.x
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aaeaeb
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature07276
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.1231923
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0010867
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0010867
https://skyddaskogen.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/forestmonitorreport2025-26-may.pdf
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2022EF003221
http://www.skogsmonitor.se/en


 
Contact info: 
 
Daniel Rutschman, international campaign leader at Protect the Forest Sweden 
daniel.rutschman@skyddaskogen.se  
+46(0) 76-112 88 26 
 
Karolina Carlsson, Forest campaigner, Greenpeace in Sweden 
karolina.carlsson@greenpeace.org 
+46 (0) 73-986 50 96 
 
 
Press images from SCA loggings: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BtNpXY3Ckc-
JmKpgWkIfDXQtLap7QZsY?usp=drive_link 
 

 
Read more: 
 
Greenpeace Sweden and Protect the Forest petition (2025): Stop the Swedish Forest 
SCAndal 
Instagram post “Forest SCAndal” w Greta Thunberg (2025): [link] 
Greenpeace Nordic report (2024): Killed by Cardboard 
Protect the Forest report (2024): SCA-files - 500 single mistakes 
Instagram post after our Nestlé field-trip (2024): [link] 
Greenpeace Nordic/Renskog report (2025): The battle for the reindeer forests (Kampen om 
renskogarna) 
 
 
Official statements from Nestlé: 
 
In October 2025, the following additions and changes were published on Nestlé’s site: 
 
Nestlé’s position on paper sourcing from Northern Sweden (new statement October 31st 
2025) 
https://www.nestle.com/ask-nestle/sustainable-sourcing/answers/paper-virgin-fibre-northern-
sweden 
 
“We have decided to cease sourcing virgin fibre from suppliers involved in controversy in 
Northern Sweden.” 
 
Nestlé - Pulp and paper sourcing (changed statement underlined) 
https://www.nestle.com/sustainability/responsible-sourcing/pulp-paper 
 

mailto:daniel.rutschman@skyddaskogen.se
mailto:karolina.carlsson@greenpeace.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BtNpXY3Ckc-JmKpgWkIfDXQtLap7QZsY?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1BtNpXY3Ckc-JmKpgWkIfDXQtLap7QZsY?usp=drive_link
http://forestscandal.org/
http://forestscandal.org/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQWH9eRgh59/
https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-sweden-stateless/2024/05/924326e2-killed-by-cardboard-report.pdf
http://sca-files.skyddaskogen.se/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DA5LMC9C1_n
https://www.greenpeace.org/sweden/pressmeddelanden/skog/rapport-samers-rattigheter-respekteras-inte-av-stora-skogsbolag-bryter-mot-regelverk/
http://www.nestle.com/ask-nestle/sustainable-sourcing/answers/paper-virgin-fibre-northern-sweden
http://www.nestle.com/ask-nestle/sustainable-sourcing/answers/paper-virgin-fibre-northern-sweden
https://www.nestle.com/sustainability/responsible-sourcing/pulp-paper


 
“Actions in connection with biodiversity hotspots 
 
We are taking actions, including significantly decreasing our sourcing demand from the 
Swedish Northern Boreal region. [...] We have identified this region as a biodiversity hotspot 
and is expected to benefit from higher conservation efforts and social/land rights 
considerations.” 
 
 
(Previous statement: “We are taking actions, including exploring the decrease of our sourcing 
demand from the Swedish Northern Boreal region.”) 
 
Nestlé’s supply chain disclosure (added statement October 31st 2025 underlined) 
https://www.nestle.com/sites/default/files/2025-10/responsible-sourcing-disclosure-pulp-
paper.pdf 
 
In Nestlé’s list of paper and pulp suppliers, the company singles out the Obbola mill, run by 
SCA. On October 31st 2025, the following additions and changes were published on Nestlé’s 
site: 
“The mill associated with the company indicated with asterisks (**) is part of our supply chain 
mapping. In 2025, we have requested a significant decrease in volumes from this mill. This 
decrease is under implementation and the situation is closely monitored.” 
 
(**) applies only to SCA’s pulp mill in Obbola. 
 
Attached is Nestlé's previous supply chain disclosure (downloaded October 25th 2025) 
 
About SCA 
 
SCA is Europe’s largest private forest owner and a major supplier of pulp and paper products 
on the global market. The European market accounts for about 60% of the company's total 
sales. 
 
More on Swedish forests: 
 
www.swedishforestvision.org  
www.moreofeverything-film.com 
Forest Monitor report 2025 
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